SSxn  Congress,  ;  SENATE.  (  Ex.  Doc. 

1st  Session.      )  (   No.  46. 


REPORT 

OF 

THE    SECRETARY    OF    WAR, 

Df   JlSSWEB.  to 

A  resolution  of  the  Senate  calling  for  a  copy  of  the  contract  made  with 
Russell,  Majors  (t  Wacldell  for  heef  cattle ;  and  also  a  statement  of 
contracts  made  by  the  dej)artment,  or  under  its  authority,  during  the 
present  session  of  Congress,  in  connexion  toith  the  Utah  expedition, 
without  public  notice. 


April  19,  1858. — Read,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  April  \&,  1858. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  loth 
instant,  calling  for  "a  copy  of  the  contract  made  with  Kussell,  Majors 
&  Wadilell  for  furnishing  beef  cattle,  (oxen  from  the  trains,)  entered 
into  in  March,  1858;"  and  also  for  a  statement  of  the  "contracts 
made  by  the  Department  of  War,  or  under  its  authority,  during  the 
I)resent  session  of  Congress,  in  connexion  with  the  Utah  expedition, 
without  public  notice  ;  and  also  what  orders  or  instructions  have  been 
given  to  the  Quartermaster  General,  or  through  him,  for  the  purchase 
of  horses,  cattle,  grain,  or  other  supplies,  up  to  this  date,  specifying 
particularly  the  terms  of  such  orders  or  instructions,"  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  lierewith  reports  from  tlie  (Quartermaster  General 
and  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence,  which,  it  is  believed,  furnish 
all  the  information  desired  by  the  Senate. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Hon.  J.    C.   BRECKINRrDOE, 

President  of  the  Senate. 


QUARTERMASTRU    GeNMRAI.'.S   OfFICE, 

Wasliington  City,  April  10,  J 858. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  in  answer  to  a  resohition  of  the 
Senate  adopted  on  the  15th  instant,  and  referred  by  you  to  tliis  office 
to-day,  that  tlr   only  contracts   wliich  have  been   made  during  the 
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present  session  of  Congress  through  the  quartermaster's  department, 
under  the  authority  of  the  War  Department,  without  public  notice, 
are  the  following,  viz  : 

1.  A  contract  with  the  Pacific  Eallroad  Company  I'or  the  transpor- 
tation of  troops  and  supplies  from  St.  Louis  to  Fort  Leavenworth,  and 
to  such  other  temporary  dejjots  as  might  be  established  on  the  Mis- 
souri river. 

2.  Four  contracts  made  with  Philip  Dorn,  Beggs  &  Rowland.  Neil 
McAlwayne,  and  A.  M.  White  &  Co.,  repectively,  for  the  manufacture 
of  wagons,  at  jjrices  varying  from  $135  to  $141  each. 

3.  A  contract  with  R.  H.  Hartley  i-  Co.  for  100  sets  of  mule  har- 
ness, complete,  for  si.K  mules,  at  $49  90  a  set. 

4.  A  contract  with  J.  W.  Singleton  &  Co.  for  1,500  horses,  at  $15^ 
each. 

The  rates  at  which  troops  are  to  be  transported  by  the  Pacific  Rail- 
road Company  are  :  $12  lor  an  officer  and  $6  for  each  enlisted  man, 
authorized  laundress,  or  officer's  servant;  and  supplies  are  to  be  trans- 
ported at  the  rates  current  at  St.  Louis  at  the  time  the  shipment  may 
be  made.  Shipping  by  this  company  insures  expedition,  and  the  con- 
tract binds  it  to  deliver  the  troops  and  freight  that  may  be  trans- 
ported by  it  within  a  certain  stipulated  time,  under  a  penalty  of  "  20 
per  cent,  of  the  whole  amount  of  freight  money  due  on  such  ship- 
ment." No  purchase  of  horses,  cattle,  grain,  or  other  supplies,  have 
heen  made  through  this  office,  by  your  order  or  instructions,  up  to 
this  date,  except  one  hundred  wagons,  which,  by  your  authority,  I 
ordered  to  be  made  in  Pliiladelphia  to  supply  an  equal  number,  the 
manufacture  of  which  had  been  awarded  to  W.  H.  Talbot,  under  a. 
contract,  the  terms  of  which  were  understood  and  agreed  upon,  but 
which  he  failed  to  execute. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TH.  S.  JESUP, 
Quartermaster  General. 

Hon.  J.  B.  Floyd, 

Secretary  of  War,  IVasldngton ,  D.  C. 


Articles  of  agreement  made  anil  entered  into,  at  Washington,  District  of 

Columbia,  this of  March,  anno  Domini  eighteen  hundred  and 

Ji fly-eight,  between  Brevet  Major  General  George  Gibson,  Commissary 
General  of  Subsistence  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  of  the  first  part , 
and  William  JI.  Russell,  of  Lexington,  Missouri,  Alexander  Majors 
of  Wcslport,  Missouri,  and,  William  J).  Wadd ell,  of  Lexington,  Blis- 

I    sowi,  under  the  firm  of  "  Russell,  Majors  &  Waddell,"  of  the  second 
part. 

This  agreement  witncsseth,  that  the  said  General  George  Gibson 
for  and  on  behalf  of  the  Uuiteil  States  of  America,  and  the  said  "  Rus- 
sell, Majors  &  Waddell,"  for  themselves,  their  heirs,  executors,  and 
administrators,  have  mutually  covenanted  and  agreed,  and  by  these 
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presents  do  mutually  covenant  and  agree,  to  and  with  each  other,  in 
manner  and  form  following,  to  wit : 

First.  The  said  William  H.  Russell,  Alexander  Majors,  and  Wil- 
liam B.  Waddell,  agree  to  deliver  to  the  principal  officer,  or  agents, 
of  the  subsistence  department,  with  the  "  army  of  Utah,"  at  or  in 
the  vicinity  of  Great  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  Territory,  thirty-five  hun- 
dred (3,500)  head  of  beef  cattle,  at  such  times  between  October  1,  1858, 
and  January  1,  1860,  in  lots  of  not  less  than  two  hundred  and  fifty 
(250)  head  at  any  one  time,  as  the  said  principal  officer  may  direct. 
These  cattle  are  to  be  taken  from  the  ox  trains  belonging  to  the  party 
of  the  second  part,  and  are  to  be  selected  therefrom,  if  he  desires  to  do 
so,  by  tlie  aforesaid  officer,  or  agents.  Should  these  ox  trains,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  principal  officer,  or  agents,  of  the  subsistence  depart- 
ment, present  with  the  "army  of  Utah,"  not  contain  the  number  of 
beef  cattle  of  a  quality  and  kind  suited  to  his  wants,  at  the  time  they 
are  needed  for  use,  then  the  said  "  Russell,  Majors  &  Waddell,"  bind 
themselves  to  procure  at  once,  from  other  sources  of  supply,  the  num- 
"ber  of  beeves  required,  in  fat  and  healthy  condition,  and  to  deliver 
them  to  said  officer,  or  agents,  or,  in  default  thereof,  to  submit  to  the 
action  hereinafter  provided. 

Second.  The  principal  officer,  or  agents,  of  the  subsistence  depart- 
ment shall  give  to  the  contractors,  or  their  agents,  duplicate  receipts 
for  the  amount  of  beef  accepted  at  each  delivery,  stating  in  said  re- 
ceipts both  the  number  of  beeves  and  their  aggregate  net  weight. 

Third.  Should  the  principal  officer,  or  agents,  before  mentioned, 
and  the  contractors,  or  their  agents,  fail  to  agree  upon  the  weight  or 
condition  of  the  cattle  presented  for  acceptance,  each  shall  choose  a 
person,  and  tlie  two  thus  cliosen  shall  select  a  third  person,  to  form  a 
board  of  examination  and  appraisement.  The  opinion  of  a  majority 
of  this  board,  as  to  the  weight  or  condition  of  the  cattle,  shall  be  ac- 
cepted by  both  parties  as  final,  it  being  enjoined,  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  net  weiglit,  that  several  average  steers  shall  be  killed, 
and  that  in  the  calculation  necks  and  shanks  shall  not  form  an  item 
of  net  weight. 

Fourth.  In  case  of  failure  on  the  part  of  "  Russell,  Majors  &  Wad- 
dell" to  deliver  cattle  in  numbers,  and  in  entire  accordance  with  the 
conditions  of  article  first  of  this  agreement,  the  principal  officer,  or 
agents,  of  the  subsistence  department,  on  duty  at  the  point  of  delivery 
already  specified,  shall  have  power  to  supply  the  deficiency,  or  any  part 
thereof,  by  jiurcbasing  cattle  of  the  kind  contracted  for;  or  if  cattle  of 
the  kind  designated  in  this  contract  cannot  be  procured,  then  to  supply 
them  as  near  the  kind  as  practicable,  and  tlie  said  "  Russell,  Majors 
&  Waddell"  to  be  liable  for  all  damage  or  loss  sustained  by  the 
United  States  ;  the  measure  of  damage  to  be  the  difterence  between  the 
contract  price  of  the  cattle  contracted  for  and  the  price  paid  for  such 
as  may  have  been  purchased  in  consequence  of  the  failure  above  men- 
tioned. 

Fifth.  Tiie  party  of  tlie  second  part  further  agrees,  upon  notice 
of  twenty  days  being  given  then  or  their  agents,  to  increase  up  to 
ten  thousand  (10,000)  head,  the  number  of  cattle  stipulated  to  be  de- 
livered under  article  first,  at  the  same  price  and  in  compliance  with 


4  CONTRACTS  FOR  UTAU  EXPEDITION. 

all  the  conditions  enumerated  in  this  agreement  ;  said  increment 
to  commence  September  1,  1859,  or  sooner  if  tlie  cattle  are  required 
for  use,  and  to  extend,  in  time,  up  to  September  1,  18G0,  with  the 
understanding  that  the  party  of  tlie  first  part  shall  give  the  party  of 
the  second  part  the  exclusive  privilege  of  furnishing  this  last  supply, 
in  case  it  is  needed  by  the  United  States. 

Sixth.  For  and  in  consideration  of  the  faithful  performance  of  all 
the  foregoing  stipulations,  it  is  agreed  that  the  said  "Russell,  Majors 
&  Waddell"  shall  receive  for  every  one  hundred  pounds  of  beef, 
vet  weight,  accepted  by  virtue  of  this  contract,  the  following  sum, 
niz  :  seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  ($7  50.) 

Seventh.  Payment  to  he  made  by  tlie  commissary  of  subsistence  at 
Saint  Louis,  Missouri,  in  such  funds  as  may  have  been  remitted  him 
ibr  this  purpose,  and  on  presentation  of  duplicate  receipts  for  any  de- 
livery with  an  original  copy  of  this  contract. 

Eighth.  J\o  member  of  Congress  shall  participate  in  any  benefit 
arising  from  this  contract. 

In  witness  whereof,  tlie  parties  to  this  indenture  have  hereunto  sub- 
scribed their  names  and  affixed  tlieirseal,  the  day  and  year  first  above 
written. 

GEORGE  GIBSON,     [l.  s.] 
Commissary  General  Subsistence. 

Witnesses :  Richaed  Gott. 

WM.  H.  RUSSELL,     [l.  s.] 

RUSSELL,  MAJORS  &  WADDELL. 
M.  D.  L.  SiMPSOx, 
Coptttiii,  Commissary  of  Suhsistence. 


Statement  of  all  contracts  and  imrcliase  of  supplies  made  hy  the  subsist- 
ence department  in  connexion  with  the  "  Utah  expedition,"  the  names 
of  tlie  contractors  and  of  the  persons  from  xchorn  purcliascs  ivere  made, 
tlie  prices  to  he  paid  binder  c^mtracts,  and  the  prices  paid  for  siqiplies 
purchased,  together  witii  the  places  at  which  the  supj^lics  contracted 
for  ccnd purchased  arc  to  be  delivered. 


CONTRACTS. 


On  the  •1?A  February,  1858,  a  contract  was  made  with  Robert  L. 
Armistead  and  John  W.  Reid,  (copy  enclosed,)  lor  furnishing  beef 
cattle,  (unworked  steers,)  as  follows  : 

At  Fort  Leavenworth,  K.  T.,  250  head  by  25tli  April,  1858,  at  $6 
per  one  hundred  pounds,  net  weiglit. 

At  Fort  Kearny,  N.   T.,   500  head  by   2lltli  Jlay,  1858,  at  $7  per 
one  hundred  pounds,  net  weight. 

At  Fort  Laramie,  N.  T.,   750  head  by  15th  June,  1858,  at  $8   per 
one  hundred  pounds,  net  weight. 

At  Salt  Lake  City,  U.  T.,  1,500   liead   by   15th   August,   1858,  at 
§10  50  per  one  hundred  pounds,  net  weight.     This  contract  was  made 
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without  public  notice,  but  has  been  rescinded  at  the  request  of  the 
contractors,  who  state  that  they  cannot  fulfil  it  at  the  prices  named. 

This  contract  was  entered  into  without  public  notice  ;  after  which 
the  contractors  proceeded  to  execute  it ;  but  finding  the  prices  inade- 
quate, as  they  alleged,  and  declaring  their  inability  to  comply  with 
its  terms,  petitioned  the  department  to  be  released,  which  was  granted, 
and  a  commissary  mmiediatehj  ordered  to  make  the  purchases  in  open 
marlcet. 

In  March,  1S5S,  a  contract  was  entered  into  with  Russell,  Majors 
(tllWaddell,  (rough  draught  of  copy  enclosed,)  for  furnishing  beef  cat- 
tle, (oxen  from  the  trains,)  as  follows  : 

At  Great  Salt  Lake  City,  or  vicinity,  U.  T.,  3,500  head  between 
1st  October,  1858,  and  1st  January,  1860,  at  $7  50  per  one  hundred 
pounds  net  weight,  with  the  privilege  of  increasing  the  number  to 
ten  thousand  head. 

This  contract  was  made  without  public  notice. 

Purchases  under  advertisement. 

Purchases  made  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  as  follows,  in  February, 1858 : 

Of  L.  E.  Forsyth,  5,478  bushels  white  navy  beans,  at  $1  85  per 
bushel. 

Of  McEnnis  &  Co.,  1,200  bushels  fine  salt,  at  40  cents  per  bushel. 

Of  E.  Schneider  &  Co.,  solar  sperm  candles,  (no  quantity  named,) 
at  24  cents  per  pound. 

Of  E.  Schneider  &  Co.,  extra  No.  1  soap,  (no  quantity  named,)  at 
5i  cents  per  pound. 

Of  J.  H.  Garnhart,  34,000  gallons  (clarified  cider  vinegar,)  at  4| 
cents  per  gallon. 

Of  Belcher's  Sugar  Refining  Company,  525,000  pounds  (more  or 
less)  refined  white  sugar,  at  9i  cents  per  pound. 

Of  D.  A.  January  &  Co.  and  Wm.  M.  Morrison  &  Co.,  175,000 
pounds  prime  coffee,  (part  purchased  of  each  firm,)  at  lOh  and  Hi 
cents  per  i)ound. 

Of  W.  L.  Ewing  ct  Co.,  84,000  pounds  of  rice,  at  4 J  cents  per 
pound. 

Of  John  J.  Eoe  &  Co.,  1,088,000  pounds  of  city  cured  clear  bacon 
sides,  at  10  cents  per  pound. 

Of  J.  &  E.  Walsh,  10,000  bags  extra  flour,  (100  pounds  each,)  at 
$3  25  per  bag. 

Of  George  Peagram,  from  one  thousand  to  twenty  thousand  sacks  of 
extra  St.  Louis  flour,  of  100  pounds  each,  at  $3  25  per  sack. 

The  above  purchases  were  made  from  proposals  under  advertisement. 

Purchases  not  under  advert isement . 

The  following  supplies  have  been  ordered  to   be  purchased  in  New 
York  and  forwardeil  as  follows,  January  18,  1858  : 
41,000  rations  mixed  vegetables  to  Fort  Leavenworth,  for  troops  on 

marcli  to  Utali. 
41,000  rations  desiccated  vegetables  to  Fort  Kearny,  for  troops  on 
march  to  Utah. 
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62,000  rations  desiccated  vegetables  to  Fort  Laramie,  for  troops  on 
march  to  Utah,  on  the  28th  January,  1858. 
855,000  rations  desiccated  vegetables  for  Utah. 

The  desiccated  vegetables  have  been  or  will  be  purchased  from  Cas- 
sin,  New  York,  agent  of  Chollet  A-  Co.,  Paris  ;  but  the  ])rices  have  not 
yet  been  reported  to  the  department.  It  is  supposed,  liowever,  that 
they  will  not  cost  more  than  one  cent  per  ration. 

A.  E.  SHIRAS, 
Captain,  Acting  G.  G.  S. 
Office  Commissary  General  of  Scbsistence, 
Washington,  April  16,  1858. 

'The  ijractice  of  this  bureau,  in  its  purchases  for  the  army  during 
the  last  twelve  years,  has  generally  been  the  same  as  that  pursued  in 
preparing  for  the  expedition  to  Utah,  except  only  that  there  has  been 
somewhat  greater  particularity  in  advertising  for  supplies  for  the  Utah 
expedition  than  heretofore;  and  while  the  contract  made  with  Russell, 
Majors  &  Waddell  for  beef  cattle  is  an  exception,  it  is  considered 
the  most  advantageous  for  the  government  that  has  ever  been  made 
by  this  bureau. 

A.  E.  SHIRAS, 
Gaptain,  Acting  G.  G.  S. 


Articles  of  agreement  made  and  entered  into,  at  Washington,  D.  C, 
this  twenty-third  da)j  of  Februari/,  A.  D.  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight,  between  Brevet  Major  General  George  Gibson,  Commissary 
General  of  Subsistence  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  of  the  first 
part,  and  liobert  L.  Armistead,  of  31icco,  Creek  Nation,  and  John 
W.  Beid,  of  Independence,  Missouri,  imder  the  firm  of  Armistead 
d-  Beid,  of  the  second  part. 

Tliis  agreement  witnesseth,  that  the  said  General  George  Gibson, 
for  and  on  behalf  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  the  said  Robert 
L.  Armistead  and  Jolm  W.  Rcid,  for  themselves,  their  heirs,  execu- 
tors, and  administrators,  have  mutually  covenanted  and  agreed,  and 
by  these  presents  do  mutually  covenant  and  agree,  to  and  with  each 
other  in  manner  and  form  following,  to  wit: 

First.  The  said  Robert  L.  Armistead  and  John  W.  Reid  agree  to 
deliver  to  tlie  acting  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence,  or  his  agent, 
at  or  in  the  vicinity  of  the  follnwing  named  places,  and  by  the  times 
specified,  the  tbllowing  number  of  beef  cattle,  in  iat  condition  at  the 
time  of  delivery,  viz  : 

At  Fort  Leavenworth,  K.  T.,  250  head,  by  April  25,  1858. 

At  Fort  Kearnv,  N.  T.,  500  head,  by  May  20,  1858. 

At  Fort  Laram'ie,  N.  T.,  750  head,  by  June  15,  1858.  ■    ' 

At  Salt  Lake  city,  U.  T.,  or  vicinity,  1,500  head,  by  August  15,  1858. 

These  cattle  shall  be  steers,  between  four  and  seven  years  of  age, 
and  averaging,  net  weight,  about  five  hundred  pounds  each,  except 
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those  destined  lor  Utah,  which  may  average  five  hundred  and  fifty- 
pounds  each,  net  weight. 

Second.  The  parties  of  the  second  part  agree,  in  order  that  the 
United  States  may  furnish  them  with  such  suitahle  escorts  out  of  the 
troops  going  towards  Utah  as  it  may  have  disposable  ibr  that  purpose, 
to  have  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas  Territory,  by 
April  25,  1858,  the  cattle  called  for  under  article  first  of  this  agree- 
ment, and  to  keep  there  said  cattle,  at  their  own  expense,  until  the 
troops  are  prepared  to  move.  These  cattle  shall  be  inspected  by  the 
principal  officer  or  agent  of  the  subsistence  department  on  duty  at 
Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas  Territory  ;  and,  with  a  view  to  possible 
future  loss,  their  net  weight  ascertained  in  such  manner  as  may  be 
agreed  upon  by  the  contractors  and  the  aforesaid  officer  or  agent  of 
the  government. 

Third.  The  parties  of  the  second  part  further  agree  to  drive  the 
cattle  destined  ibr  Fort  Laramie  and  Utah,  as  follows :  the  Laramie 
cattle  in  two  droves  of  about  equal  size  ;  the  Utah  cattle  in  four 
droves  of  about  equal  size.  With  each  drove  they  agree  to  furnish,  at 
their  own  expense,  twenty  mounted  herders,  each  herder  provided 
with  a  musket  or  rifle,  with  sufficient  and  appropriate  ammunition. 
They  agree  to  post  a  cattle  guard  at  night  from  their  mounted  herd- 
ers, and  that  there  shall  be  one  or  more  days'  interval  between  each 
drove. 

Fourth.  Should  the  contractors  require  an  escort,  they  will  make  a 
written  request  for  the  same  upon  either  of  the  commanding  officers 
at  Forts  Leavenworth,  Kearny,  or  Laramie,  who  will,  thereupon, 
furnish  such  escort  as  lie  may  deem  sufficient,  or  as  the  state  of  the 
service  will  permit.  In  the  event  of  loss,  by  attack  from  hostile 
Indians  or  Mormon  parties,  caused  by  no  fault  of  the  contractors, 
(which  must  be  established  by  the  affidavits  of  two  or  more  reliable 
witnesses,)  the  United  States  agree  to  pay  the  contractor^  for  such 
loss  at  the  price  where  it  occurred,  said  rate  of  indemnity  being  tlie 
price  at  the  post  last  passed,  with  the  addition  of  a  pro  rata  for  the 
distance  travelled  since  leaving  that  post.  The  estimated  net  weight 
of  the  cattle  lost  shall  be  that  determined  upon  under  article,  second. 

Fifth.  The  acting  commissioner  of  subsistence  or  his  agent  at  the 
points  of  delivery  shall  give  to  tlie  contractors  or  their  agent  dupli- 
cate receipts  for  the  amount  of  beef  delivered  and  accepted,  stating  in 
said  receipts  both  the  number  of  beeves  and  their  aggregate  net 
weight. 

Sixth.  Should  the  acting  commissary  of  subsistence,  or  his  agent, 
and  the  contractors,  or  their  agent,  tail  to  agree  upon  the  weiglit,  age, 
or  condition  of  tlie  cattle  jiresented  for  acceptance,  each  shall  choose  a 
]ierson,  and  the  two  thus  chosen  sliall  select  a  third  person,  to  form  a 
board  of  examination  or  appraisement.  The  opinion  of  a  majority  of 
this  board  as  to  the  net  weiglit,  age,  or  condition  of  the  cattle  shall 
be  accepted  by  both  parties  as  final,  it  being  distinctly  understood,  in 
the  event  oi  one  or  more  beeves  being  killed  tor  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining the  net  weight  thereof,  that  tlie  hides,  necks,  shanks,  from 
the  knee  joint,  are  not  to  form  an  item  of  weight  in  the  calculation. 

Stventh.  In  case  of  lliiiure  on  the  part  of  Robert  L.  Armistcad  and 
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John  W.  Reid  to  deliver  cattle  in  numbers  and  in  entire  accordance 
with  the  stipulations  contained  in  the  foregoing  articles  of  contract, 
the  acting  commissary  of  subsistence,  or  his  agent  at  the  points  of  de- 
livery already  specified,  shall  have  power  to  supply  the  deficiency,  or 
any  part  thereof,  by  purchasing  cattle  of  the  kind  contracted  for,  or 
if  such  cattle  cannot  be  procured,  then  to  supply  them  as  near  the 
kind  as  practicable,  and  the  said  Robert  L.  Armisted  and  John  W. 
Reid  to  be  liable  for  all  damages  or  loss  sustained  by  the  United 
States  ;  the  measure  of  damage  to  be  the  difference  between  the  con- 
tract price  of  the  cattle  contracted  for  and  the  price  paid  for  such  as 
may  have  been  purchased  in  consequence  of  the  failure  hereinbefore 
mentioned. 

Eighth.  For  and  in  consideration  of  the  faithful  performance  of  all 
the  foregoing  stipulations  and  conditions,  it  is  agreed  that  the  said 
Robert  L.  Armistead  and  John  W.  Reid  shall  receive  for  every  one 
hundred  pounds  of  beef,  net  weight,  delivered  and  accej^ted  under  this 
contract,  the  following  sums,  to  wit : 

Six  dollars  ($6)  for  the  beef  delivered  at  Fort  Leavenworth. 

Seven  dollars  ($7)  for  the  beef  delivered  at  Fort  Kearney. 

Eight  dollars  ($8)  for  the  beef  delivered  at  Fort  Laramie. 

Ten  dollars  and  fifty  cents  ($10  50)  for  the  beef  delivered  at  or  in 
the  vicinity  of  Salt  Lake  City. 

Ninth.  Payment  to  be  made  by  the  commissary  of  subsistence  at 
St.  Louis,  Missouri,  in  such  funds  as  may  have  been  remitted  him  for 
tliis  purpose,  and  on  presentation  of  duplicate  receipts  for  any 
delivery,  or  of  evidence  of  loss  under  article  fourth,  with  an  original 
copy  of  this  contract.  For  the  delivery  of  the  250  head  of  cattle  at 
Fort  Leavenworth,  the  principal  ofiicer  or  agent  of  the  subsistence 
department  on  duty  at  that  post  may  make  payment  in  manner  as 
above  specified. 

Tenth.  iSfo  member  of  Congress  is  to  be  admitted  to  a  share  of  any 
benefits  which  may  arise  from  this  contract. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  parties  have  hereunto  subscribed  their 
names  and  aflrxed  their  seals,  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

GEORGE  GIBSON,  G.G.S.,  [seal. 
ROBERT  L.  ARMISTEAD,  [seal.' 
JOHN  W.  REID,  [seal.' 

Witnesses : 

Richard  Gott, 
Alex.  E.  Shiras, 

Captain,  Comviissary  of  Subsistence. 


Office  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence, 

Washington,  April  16,  1858. 
Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  instructions,  I  have  the  honor  to  en- 
close a  statement  of  all  contracts  made  by  this  department  under  your 
directions  during  the  present  session  of  Congress,  in  connexion  with 
the  Utah  expedition,  without  public  notice,  of  all  purchases  for  the 
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same  object  under  public  advertisement,  and  of  all  purchases  for  the 
same  object  without  advertisement. 

I  also  enclose  a  "  copy"  of  the  contract  with  Russell,  Majors  & 
Waddell,  for  furnishing  beef  cattle,  (oxen  from  the  trains,)  entered  into 
in  March,  1858. 

The  originals  of  this  contract,  after  being  signed  by  the  commissary 
general,  and  by  Mr.  Piussell  for  himself  and  for  the  firm  of  Russell, 
Majors  &  Waddell,  were  transmitted  to  Missouri  for  the  individual 
signatures  of  Alexander  Majors  and  W.  B.  Waddell,  and  have  not 
yet  been  returned. 

I  enclose,  also,  the  original  contract  with  Messrs.  Armistead  & 
Reid  for  beef  cattle  (unworked  steers,)  rescinded. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  E.  SHIRAS, 
Captain,  Acting  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence. 

Hon.  Jno.  B.  Floyd, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Ex.  Doc.  46- 


